[Date]

The Honorable Doug Burgum
Secretary of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW
Washington, DC 20240

RE: Formal Request for Secretarial Extension of the ITARA Demonstration Project Authority

Dear Secretary Burgum,

On behalf of the [Name of Tribe], I am writing to formally request that you exercise your statutory authority under Title II of the Indian Trust Asset Reform Act (ITARA) (P.L. 114-178) to extend the Indian Trust Asset Management demonstration project beyond its scheduled expiration on June 22, 2026.

As you have emphasized the importance of streamlining and reducing bureaucratic red tape within the Department, ITARA stands as a proven model for achieving these goals. It allows tribes to manage trust assets, such as forest lands and natural resources, according to our own strategic priorities, effectively bypassing duplicative federal oversight while maintaining rigorous stewardship standards. 

The pending June 2026 expiration creates significant uncertainty for our long-term resource management and economic planning. While we support legislative efforts to make the program permanent, such as H.R.5515 (Rep. Hurd), we urge the Department to act administratively to ensure continuity for participating Tribes. Section 203(d)(2) of the law authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to extend the demonstration program.

The [Name of Tribe] remains committed to the success of this project. We look forward to your favorable response and to working with the Administration to modernize the trust relationship with Indian tribes.

Sincerely,
[Signature]
[Name of Chairperson/Chief]
[Title]
[Name of Tribe]

