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Agency Differences
FSA
 Eligibility
 Emergency Programs
 Loans
 And much more

NRCS
 Technical Assistance
 Conservation Programs
 We are cooler
 Easier to get along with
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Financial Assistance Programs
Environmental Quality Incentives Program  

(EQIP)
 Cost-share Program-not a grant or a loan
 Funding to assist structural practices or base 

management practices as part of the plan
 May also fund transition to more conservation 

friendly practices 
 Contract length varies up to 10 years
 Payments completed as practices are completed
 Advanced Payment and Assignment of Payment 

available
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EQIP Practice Examples
Crossfence, wells, pipelines, tanks to  

manage grazing to benefit plants and      
soils
High Tunnels to  extend growing period   

and increase production 
Forest Stand Improvement/Thinning, fuel 

break, access roads, forest/brush 
management plan and reforestation/tree 
planting
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Financial Assistance Programs
Conservation Stewardship Program 

(CSP)
 Funding to maintain and adopt management 

changes as part of the conservation plan

 Contract length is 5 years

 Annual payment based on what is already being 
done and what is planned

 Individual maximum is $200,000
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CSP Examples
Grazing Plans
 Rotational grazing
 Changing seasons of use

Wildlife Habitat  Management
Forest Manage Plans
 Forest Stand Improvement
 Brush Management
 Reforestation/Tree Planting
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Financial Assistance Programs
Regional Conservation Partnership Program 
(RCPP) > partner-driven solutions

• RCPP Classic: uses NRCS programs and 
easements in collaboration with lead partner.

• RCPP Alternative Funding Arrangement 
(AFA) allows lead partner to work directly with 
agriculture customers to implement conservation 
efforts. 
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Small Scale. Stacked 
Enterprise.
Specialty Crop.
Urban Ag.

Who is the 
‘ t ’ f  thi  
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Conservation Planning Process

Assess Resource Concerns and 
Opportunities

Developing Your Plan

Implementing Conservation Practices
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Planning Process
Assessing Resource Concerns & 

Opportunities
 Identify concerns, goals, and changes
 Inventory resources
 In the field
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Planning Process
Developing Your Conservation Plan

 Options discussed and evaluated to reach goals

 Decision maker selects what they want to do
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Conservation Plan includes:
Objectives and Goals
Aerial photo map
 Soils map and descriptions
 Inventory data
Chosen treatment decisions
 Location and schedule of practices
Operation and Maintenance
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Planning Process
 Implementing Conservation Practices

 Detailed Implementation information

 Evaluate and Adjust
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World Soils Day
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Tribal Assistance Contact List
Tribal Liaisons

• Vacant – Pine Ridge 
• Mary Scott – Rosebud
• Dave Pesicka – Cheyenne River
• Merris Miller – Standing Rock
• Stacy Turgeon( Acting) –Crow 

Creek
• Shane Reis (Acting) – Lower 

Brule
• Tim Cogger- Sisseton
• Rhonda Nelson – Flandreau
• Vacant – Yankton
• Nathan Grueb– State TL

District 
Conservationists

• Sandy Huber – Martin
• Joseph Eastman– White River
• Dustin Jewett – Dupree
• Bailey Alley – Timber Lake
• Colin Nehl– McIntosh
• Jody Jessop - Kennebec
• Amber Bunker – Chamberlin
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Questions?
Contact Info
 Nate Grueb, SD State Tribal Liaison

 nathan.grueb@usda.gov
 605-218-0153

mailto:nathan.grueb@usda.gov
mailto:nathan.grueb@usda.gov
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